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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical element which is excellent in shape accuracy by a simple method without requiring 
centering and edging work after forming. 

SOLUTION: A pair of forming dies having forming surfaces for pressing an optical element material 5 softened by heating and an 
annular outside diameter die 3 which is mounted on at least one outer peripheral surface of these forming dies and regulates the outside 
diameter of the optical element have a space capable of housing the excess optical element material 5 at the time of forming. The bore 
of the outside diameter die 3 is so constituted as to be larger than the outside diameter of the forming surfaces. The space is preferably 
formed by notched parts 23 disposed at the forming dies and the inner peripheral surface 31 of the outside diameter die 3. 
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